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General Instructions :
1. This paper is divided into three sections: A, B and C. All questions are compulsory.
2. Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary.
Read these instructions very carefully and follow them.

SECTION A : READING SKILLS (20 marks)
Q1. Read the passage given below: 10 marks

The choices we make on a daily basis—wearing a seatbelt, lifting heavy objects correctly or purposely staying out
of any dangerous situation—can either ensure our safety or bring about potentially harmful circumstances. You
and I need to make a decision that we are going to get our lives in order. Exercising self-control, self- discipline
and establishing boundaries and borders in our lives are some of the most important things we can do. A life without
discipline is one that’s filled with carelessness.

We can think it’s kind of exciting to live life on the edge. We like the image of “Yeah! That’s me! Living on the
edge! Woo-hoo!” It’s become a popular way to look at life. But if you see, even highways have lines, which provide
margins for our safety while we’re driving. If we go over one side, we’ll go into the ditch. If we cross over the line
in the middle, we could get killed. And we like those lines because they help to keep us safe. Sometimes we don’t
even realize how lines help to keep us safe.

I’m not proud of this, but for the first 20 years of my life at work, I ignored my limits. I felt horrible, physically,
most of the time. I used to tell myself “I know I have limits and that I've reached them, but I’'m going to ignore
them and see if or how long I can get by with it.” I ran to doctors, trying to make myself feel better through pills,
vitamins, natural stuff and anything I could get my hands on. Some of the doctors would tell me, “It’s just stress.”
That just made me mad. I thought stress meant you don’t like what you do or can’t handle life, and I love what I
do. But I kept pushing myself, travelling, very busy with speaking engagements and so on— simply exhausting
myself.

Finally, I understood I was living an unsustainable life and needed to make some changes in my outlook and
lifestyle.

You and I don’t have to be like everyone else or keep up with anyone else. Each of us needs to be exactly the way
we are, and we don’t have to apologize for it. We’re not all alike and we need to find a comfort zone in which we
can enjoy our lives instead of making ourselves sick with an overload of stress and pressure.

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN out of twelve questions from the

questions that follow. (1x10=10)
i. The reason why living on the edge has become popular, is because of the
(a) constant need for something different. (b) population being much younger.
(c) exhausting effort to make changes. (d) strong tendency to stay within our limits.

ii. Choose the option that best captures the central idea of the passage from the given quotes.

1. It’s all about quality of life and finding a happy balance between work and friends- Philip Green.

2. To go beyond is as wrong as to fall short -Confucious.

3. Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance you must keep moving — Albert Einstein.
4. Balance is not something you find, it’s something you create — Jana Kingsford.

(a) Option (1) (b) Option (2) (c) Option (3) (d) Option (4)
ili. Which of the characteristics are apt about the writer in the following context: “I know I have limits

and that I’ve reached them, but I’m going to ignore them and see if or how long I can get by with it.”?

1. negligent 2. indecisive 3. spontaneous 4. reckless 5. purposeless 6. patient
(a) 2and5 (b) 3and6 (c) land 4 (d) 2and 3
iv. Which of the following will be the most appropriate title for the passage?
(a) Much too soon (b) Enough is enough
(c) How much is too much? (d) Have enough to do?
v. The phrase “potentially harmful circumstances” refers to circumstances that can
(a) certainly be dangerous (b) be fairly dangerous.
(c) be possibly dangerous. (d) seldom be dangerous.
vi. Select the option that makes the correct use of “unsustainable”, as used in the passage, to fill in the blank
space.
(a) Inthe long run, the officials followed emergency procedures.
(b) Emergency procedures were by the officials.
(¢) Officials reported an set of events during the emergency.
(d) Officials admit that the emergency system is in the longer run.
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vii. The author attempts to the readers through this write-up.

(a) rebuke (b) question (c) offer aid to (d) offer advice to
viii. The author uses colloquial words such as “yeah” and “Woo-hoo!”. Which of the following is NOT a
colloquial word?
(a) hooked  (b) guy (c) stuff (d) stress

ix. What does the author mean when he says, “to get our lives in order”?
(a) To resume our lives. (b) To organize our lives. (c) To rebuild our lives. (d) To control our lives.
x. Choose the option that correctly states the two meanings of ‘outlook’, as used in the passage.

1. A person’s evaluation of life 2. A person’s experiences in life
3. A person’s point of view towards life 4. A person’s regrets in life
5. A person’s general attitude to life

(@) (1)and (4) (b) (2) and (3)

(¢) (3)and(5) (d) (4) and (5)

xi. The author explains the importance of discipline and boundaries in our lives using the example of
(a) road accidents.  (b) traffic rules. (c) lines on the highway. (d) safe driving.
xii. What is the message conveyed in the last paragraph of the passage?

(a) Love what you do. (b) Love yourself to love others.
(c) Be the best version of yourself. (d) Be yourself.
Q2. Read the passage given below: 10 Marks

1. Man suffers from a distorted complex. He always considers animals as

inferior beings only fit for exploitation. Man has been using domestic and
wild animals for his selfish ends. Many animal lovers joined together to

form the ‘Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals’.

2. The society has been working for the well-being and welfare of animals
for many years. Its main aim is to change the attitude and thinking of

50% people towards animals. It is quite sad that animals continue to be ill-
gﬁ;ﬁ?&‘}ﬁ treated, tortured and killed according to the whims of the people. About
selfish interests

15% of people entertain the belief that animals are man’s slaves. They
use, misuse and torture them accordingly. About 50% of the people
exploit animals for selfish ends.

3. Horses and oxen are used for transport, carrying loads and in agricultural activities. Dogs, cats and many
birds are domesticated for fun, entertainment and convenience. Wild animals like elephants, tigers, lions
and deer are victims of poaching and killing.

Animals are forced to do acrobatic feats in circus shows. Unfortunately, about 35% of people don’t think
about the animals at all. They are totally indifferent to them.

4, The Government and the animal lovers must work together to bring a change in the attitude of the people.
Animals should not be killed and poached for fun, furs or financial gains. They should be treated with
kindness, care and sympathy. Cruelty towards animals must be legally punished.

A. On the basis of your understanding of the passage, attempt the following questions: (1x6=6)
(i) In the line ‘... fit for exploitation’, the word ‘exploitation’ does not refer to:
(a) abuse (b) ill-treatment (c) oppression (d) utilisation
(ii) The synonym of ‘Distorted’ is
(a) Covenanted (b) Confronted (c) Conceded (d) Contorted
(iii) Man always considers animals as:
(a) superior beings  (b) inferior beings (c) powerful beings (d) All of these
(iv) Man considers animals fit for:

(a) exploitation (b) working hard (c) helping man (d) None of these
(v) For many years, ‘Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals’ has been working for:
(a) Destruction of animals (b) Exploitation of animals
(c) The welfare of animals (d) All of these

(vi) Animals like elephants, tigers, lions and deer
(a) are forced to do acrobatic feats in circus shows.
(b) are domesticated for fun, entertainment and convenience.
(c) are victims of poaching and killing.
(d) are used for transport, carrying loads and in agricultural activities.
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B. Attempt ANY FOUR out of six questions. 1x4=4

Q3.

Q4.

Qs.

Q6.

Q7.

(i) Why does man consider animals fit for exploitation?

(i) What is the main goal of the “Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals™?
(iii) What percentage of people exploit animals for selfish ends?

(iv) Why do some people domesticate dogs, cats and birds?

(v) How should animals be treated?

(vi) Mention the percentage of people who don’t think about animals at all.

SECTION B : WRITING & GRAMMAR (20 Marks)
The following paragraph has not been edited. There is one error in each line. Write the incorrect word and

the correction in your answer sheet against the correct blank number. 1x3=3
Error  Correction

Tsunami is a series in waves e.g. in of

generated in a body from water (a)

through an impulsive disturbance (b)

causing damage to property or loss of life. (c)

Choose the most appropriate option from the ones given below to complete the following passage:

Attempt ANY FOUR out of six. 1x4=4

Bark is dead wood. It (i) tough and waterproof and (ii) the living wood (iii) '

Each year (iv) tree (v) a new layer or ring of new wood. From a sawn-through

trunk you can tell the age of a tree by counting the (vi) of rings.

(i) (a) is (b) was (c) are (d) were

(ii)  (a) protected (b) protects (c) was protecting (d) protect

(iii)  (a) under (b) underneath (c) below (d) beside

(iv) (a)a (b) an (c) few (d) some

(v) (a)forms (b) formed (c) form (d) was forming

(vi) (a) grow (b) grew (c) size (d) growth

Read the dialogue given below and complete the paragraph. 1x3=3

Mother : Why are you looking so worried?
Daughter : My exams are approaching.
Mother: When will they start?

Daughter : Next month, Mother.

Mother asked her daughter (a) . The daughter replied that (b) . Mother further
asked (c) . The daughter told her mother that they would start in the following month.

You are Neena/Navin, a student of Max Public School, Mumbai. You are concerned about the lack of
awareness about proper disposal of masks. People have adapted to wearing face masks as a ‘new normal’.
But most of them do not know how to dispose off the masks properly. Write a letter in about 100-120 words
to the editor of “The Times of India”, New Delhi about the need to raise awareness regarding the disposal
of protective masks. 5 Marks
OR
Write a letter in about 100-120 words to the Editor of *National Herald’, New Delhi, about the scarcity of
water in your locality suggesting ways to improve the position of water supply. You are Kunal/Karuna of
24, Pushpak Nagar, Ghaziabad.
You are Raman/Reena of 240, Shahid Nagar, Agra. Write a letter to M/s Raju Sales Corporation
complaining about the poor performance of the washing machine purchased from their showroom,
mentioning clearly the specific problem you are facing and the action you want. Give all the relevant details.
5 Marks
OR
You are Akash/Akansha Tiwari, the Physical Education Instructor at St. Jesus and Mary School, Agra. You
had placed an order for sports goods with Student Sports Enterprises. When the items arrived you found
that some of them were defective. Write a letter of complaint to the Manager, Student Sports Enterprises,
asking him to replace the defective items.

SECTION C - LITERATURE (40 marks)

Q8. A. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE, by answering the questions that follow:

(1x5=5)

Then a monstrous terror seized him and his heart stood still. He could hear nothing. But it only lasted a
minute. The next moment he felt his wings spread outwards. The wind rushed against his breast feathers,
then under his stomach, and against his wings. He could feel the tips of his wings cutting through the air. He
was not falling headlong now. He was soaring gradually downwards and outwards, He was no longer afraid.

He just felt a bit dizzy. Then he flapped his wings once and he soared upwards. “Ga, ga, ga, Ga, ga, ga, Gaw-
col- ah,” his mother swooped past him, her wings making a loud noise. He answered her with another scream.
Then his father flew over him screaming. He saw his two brothers and his sister flying around him curving
and banking and soaring and diving.
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